10 College Application Essay Tips

1. Be concise. 1-2 pages.   

2. Use an engaging beginning – don’t give away the main idea or punch line too early. Draw them in and make them want to finish reading the essay to see where you’re going with it.

3. Use good grammar and spelling. Remember spill chuck doesn’t catch everything. 

4. Don’t get “Thesaurus-happy”. They will see through it if it’s contrived. 

5. Be personal, detailed and specific.

6. Choose a manageable topic. 

7. Put yourself in the admissions officer’s shoes. (Make it an entertaining read)

8. View the essay as your opportunity to convey that you are an interesting dynamic person rather than just an SAT score with a good GPA and resume.

9. Make sure you have your facts straight if you refer to college programs/majors etc.

10. Have someone look it over for you and ask them for suggestions.  

