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Dear Lyman Students and Parents:
Thank you for your interest in Lyman Memorial High School. The faculty and staff are dedicated to providing the best educational opportunity available for our students. You will find Lyman to be a terrific place to prepare for our complex and changing society. As you plan for your future please take full advantage of the programs that are available at Lyman.  Careful selection of appropriate high school courses which present a challenge to you and help you grow intellectually, socially, physically, and emotionally during your time at Lyman Memorial are keys to a successful high school experience.

Our Program of Studies book serves as a guide that contains information about course requirements, class rank, grade policy, vocations, testing, school to career, and more. Of particular importance is the information about each department and a description of each course including the level of difficulty (AP, Honors, College Prep, and Scholastic). Lyman Memorial’s faculty has developed a Mission Statement and established academic, social, and civic expectations for students. Please refer to page 47and 48 to review our Mission and Expectations, as well as department responsibilities for providing instruction which is aligned with the stated expectations. The individual rubrics for academic expectations are also listed.  As you consider your career choices, you will find our professional staff ready and willing to assist you. Be sure to consult with your guidance counselor prior to course selection. Your guidance counselor is your most important link to developing your personal program of studies while at Lyman Memorial.

Selecting the appropriate high school courses is a very important step in planning your high school career. The selection should be done with the utmost care and consideration for student growth and preparation for either post-secondary education or for a vocation. Consult your parents, teachers and guidance counselor to insure proper selection.

I am very pleased that you are a student at Lyman Memorial and wish you success.

Sincerely,

Stephen F. Salisbury, Principal

Lyman Memorial High School 
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Lyman Memorial High School provides a comprehensive curriculum which enables you, the student, to select courses which fulfill requirements for graduation and which suit your interests and abilities for personal growth. Use this Program of Studies to plan your academic schedule for the upcoming year. Course descriptions, prerequisites, levels, and course credit is listed for each course offered. Specific courses may not be offered in the final schedule due to lack of facilities, faculty, or sufficient enrollment.

LYMAN MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY


The faculty and administration of Lyman Memorial High School recognize the unique academic, personal, and social strengths of each of its students.  Our primary responsibility is to provide challenges and opportunities for all students to experience continued growth and maturity in all aspects of their development.  Our ultimate goal is to facilitate the acquisition of academic capabilities, social responsibilities, and personal awareness necessary to lead fulfilled and productive lives.


The educational program at Lyman Memorial High School is designed to teach students how to organize and integrate important concepts and information, as well as to become more independent in their learning.  Our aim is to produce life-long learners who can meet the learning demands of their careers and personal lives.


A variety of activities and support services complement the classroom experience and promote and enhance the total development of all our students.

PROGRAM  GOALS


In order to accomplish these outcomes, the school has adopted the following goals for education.


1.
Mastery of basic skills


2.
Acquisition of knowledge


3.
Motivation to learn


4.
Competence in life skills


5.
Understanding society's values


The curriculum at Lyman Memorial High School will be designed and driven by the mission statement, the learning outcomes, state-wide goals and the common core of learning.

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT

(Title VI, Title IX, section 504)


The Lebanon Public Schools do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, age, sex, marital status or handicap in establishing and implementing hiring and employment practices and establishing and providing school activities and programs, including all vocational programs.

The compliance officer for Title VI and Section 504 is Mrs. Maryanne Leichter.  The compliance officer for Title IX is Mr. Robert McGray. Both may be contacted at (860) 642-7795 or Superintendent’s Office, 891 Exeter Road, Lebanon, CT  06249

STUDENT SERVICES / SPECIAL SERVICES

Introduction:  In addition to the Developmental Guidance Program which services the planning & adjustment needs of all students, the Student Services Program offers students with individual and special needs an array of support and special education program options.

PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES
The school psychologist is an important member of pupil services team.  The psychologist provides direct testing, counseling, and referral services to students and their families, with a focus on issues affecting educational progress and success.  The school psychologist assists the Student Strategy Team and the Planning and Placement Team in evaluating and identifying student learning and school adjustment needs and is available to consult with the school staff.

COLLABORATIVE TEACHING
Collaboratively Taught Courses support integrating identified Special Education students in regular education classes.  Adaptations and modifications are utilized as the student’s Individualized Educational Plan requires. While the course curriculum is that of regular education, team teaching allows for unique modification in presentation, pacing and student performance.  These courses are offered pending staff availability and student need.
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Dear Students:
As you plan your course selections for next year, please keep in mind that the courses you select should prepare you to succeed not only in high school, but after graduation as well. With this in mind, you should be considering possible career choices and post-secondary education/training programs that interest you. The Guidance Department at Lyman Memorial High School can assist you in determining the requirements you must fulfill to continue on to the educational/training program that you desire. 

In addition, you should select a schedule that is manageable yet challenging.  Your achievement in these courses will be the greatest determining factor in the options you will have available to you upon graduation from Lyman. The Course Listings in this guide will give you the insight needed to make the appropriate choices for your schedule. Your guidance counselor will also be an invaluable source of information in determining an appropriate selection of courses. Please do not hesitate to make an appointment to discuss your choices with your counselor. 

Finally, you should carefully review the information in this program with the help of a parent or guardian. This will ensure that you are aware of the opportunities and services available to you. For example, you should strongly consider taking advantage of dual credit programs, such as the College Career Pathway Program, that will allow you to earn college credit for classes taken at Lyman. Also included in this guide is information on class rank, GPA, graduation requirements, and a logical guidance timeline for you to follow. Please contact your guidance counselor with any questions and good luck on your course selections.

Sincerely,



Sincerely,



Sincerely, 

David Tedesco



Elizabeth Maiese


Virginia DeLong
            

School Counselor


School Counselor

              School Counselor

DEVELOPMENTAL GUIDANCE/CAREER PLANNING

GUIDANCE MISSION

To promote and enhance student’s learning experiences through the acquisition of skills in the academic, career, and personal/social domains of student growth and development.

GUIDANCE PHILOSOPHY

School Counseling is viewed as an educational philosophy as well as a distinct, defined program of services that are an integral part of our educational process.  As a philosophy the program is committed to the belief that each individual student has the potential for positive growth, development and personal achievement.  The program strives to inspire young people to enjoy learning and growing, to nurture one’s sense of self-worth, to take responsibility for one’s life and to develop a sense of belonging to a community.  School counseling services facilitate and nurture the developmental personal-social, career and educational needs of all students.  It is collaborative in nature and depends on the continuing support of school, staff, parents and community.

TIMELINE FOR STUDENTS

GRADE 8

WINTER:
· Class visit to Lyman Memorial

· Attend Lyman Memorial’s 8th Grade Open House

· Review Program of Studies Booklet
Meet with 8th grade counselor

· Complete course selection sheet
· Complete Honors Application if appropriate.

· Complete Agricultural Science Application if appropriate.

GRADE 9

FALL:

·   Attend freshman orientation.

·   Read School/Community Handbook.

·   Receive schedule before school year begins.

· Make necessary adjustments in schedule during the first two weeks of school.

·   Make an appointment to meet with your guidance counselor.

·   Select extra-curricular activities/athletics program.

SPRING

·  Plan academic schedule for next year.

GRADE 10

FALL

· Read school/community handbook.

· Receive schedule before school year begins.

· Make necessary adjustments in schedule during the first two weeks of school.

· Take PSAT at Lyman in October.

· Continue active participation in school activities/athletics.

SPRING

· Plan academic schedule for next year.

· Apply to CCP Program.

· Take Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT).

· Make appointment to meet with your guidance counselor. 

· Take the "Do What You Are" career interest program.

GRADE 11

FALL

· Read school/community handbook.

· Receive schedule before school year begins.

· Make necessary adjustments in schedule during the first two weeks of school.

· Take PSAT at Lyman.

· Attend college representative visits to Lyman.
· Attend College Night at Lyman.
SPRING

· Complete a college/vocational/search.
· Complete a personal resume.

· Plan academic schedule for next year.

· Take SAT and/or ACT.

· Attend a College Fair.

· Begin planning college visits.

· Complete AP testing as appropriate.

· Take the SAT subject tests  if required by prospective colleges.

· Complete post secondary education search.

· Participate in a job shadow, volunteer and/or work experience.

· Make appointment to discuss post-secondary plans with your guidance counselor.

GRADE 12

FALL

· Read school/community handbook.
· Receive schedule before school year begins.
· Make necessary adjustments in schedule during the first two weeks of school.
· Continue to research career/college opportunities. 
· Meet with school counselor.
· Take SAT and/or ACT.
· Retake the SAT subject tests if required by prospective colleges.
· Attend college representative visits to Lyman.
· Complete college applications including resume.
· Request recommendation letters.
· Attend the Financial Aid Night at Lyman.
· Complete FAFSA and CSS Profile form for financial aid if required.
· Complete Senior Project.

SPRING

· Focus on career/job search.

· Make college choice and send in acceptance letter.

· Complete AP testing as appropriate.

· Notify counselor of college acceptances.

Lyman Memorial High School

Educational Program Planning Guide

Name: ________________________________
Year of Graduation: ________________

Career Path: ______________________
Post secondary education goal:_____________

____________________________________________________________________

	Grade 9 Course Selections
	Grade 10 Course Selections

	English
	English

	Math
	Math

	Science
	Science

	World History
	Civics and CT History

	PE  
	PE

	Health
	Electives

	Electives
	    - World Language 

	  - World Language 
	

	
	

	
	

	Annual Credits:
	Annual credits:                  Cumulative credits:

	Required for Sophomore status 5 credits
	Required for Junior status 11 credits

	
	

	Grade 11 Course Selections
	Grade 12 Course Selections

	English
	English

	Science
	Senior Project

	Math
	

	U.S. History
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	Senior Project Topic:

	
	Cumulative credits:

	Annual credits:                    Cumulative credits:
	Required for diploma/graduation 23

	Required for Senior status 17
	


Co curricular Activities and Community Service Record - Grades 9-12

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

LYMAN MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Graduation from Lyman Memorial High School implies that students have satisfactorily completed the prescribed courses of study in accordance with their respective abilities to achieve.

Graduation Requirements

A Lyman Memorial High School diploma is awarded to students who have earned at least twenty-three (23) credits and met the following requirements:

	Subject
	Credits
	Specific Requirements

	The Arts or Vocational Education
	2
	

	English
	4
	

	Health
	0.5
	

	Mathematics
	3
	Algebra 1 or Algebra 1A course.

	Physical Education
	1.5
	3 years

	Science
	3
	(all science courses are lab courses)

	Social Studies
	3
	U.S. History 1 credit; Civics .5 credit.

	Computer Literacy
	0.5
	

	Senior Project
	0.5
	

	Electives
	5
	Minimum

	CAPT
	-
	Meet proficiency level 3 in writing, reading, mathematics, and science.


Definitions

· The Arts - courses from art, drama or music.

· Vocational Education - course from agriculture, business, family & consumer science, technology education, 


work experience, or school-to-career programs.

· Electives courses - from any departmental area.

· Computer Literacy course (keyboarding, computer applications, MS Office, graphic design, CAD, Journalism II, 

and Yearbook and Yearbook II) and Public Speaking.
ACADEMIC PROGRESS

Students must accumulate a minimum of twenty-three (23) credits and successfully complete a Senior Project in order to earn

a Lyman Memorial High School diploma.  Students are encouraged to take a minimum of six (6) credits each year in order to meet or surpass the total needed for graduation.  However in order to be considered a full time student in good standing, students must be regularly attending and actively pursuing a minimum of 5.5 credits annually.

Academic progress is marked by the accumulation of credits as is assigned to a grade level.  The following criteria for minimum credits earned for each grade level 10 through 12 is provided to help students monitor and assess their academic progress:  


Grade 10: 
minimum   5 credits


Grade 11:
 minimum  11 credits


 




 Grade 12: 
  minimum  17 credits
CLASS RANK

Class rank at Lyman Memorial High School has been based on a weighted system as recommended by colleges and professional organizations.  That is, rigorous courses are assigned more quality points than less demanding courses for the same earned grade. Class rank value is calculated by determining the number of quality points for each course taken according to the grade earned, adding the quality points and dividing by the number of credits.  Students are then ranked using their class rank values.  Class rank will be computed by the Guidance Department at the end of the school year for grades 9 - 11 and at the close of the second marking period for seniors.

LEVELS OF DIFFICULTY

AP - Advanced Placement - This rigorous course of study offers students the opportunity to gain college credit while in High School.  Students should be prepared to engage in intensive study and independent work.

H - Honors - These courses are designed with a very high level of academic challenge in terms of sophistication of concepts, pace, and productivity. A substantial amount of academic work is expected to be completed outside of the classroom and completed by the assigned due dates. Students who accept the challenge of independent work and choose to exceed minimum requirements are encouraged to participate.

CP - College Preparatory - Courses are designed to prepare students for the challenge of post secondary educational institutions. There is a high level of challenge and an expectation that the students are academically responsible.  Students will be required to complete assignments outside of the classroom. Homework is counted as a major percentage of the student’s grade. All work is expected to be completed and turned in by the assigned due dates.

S - Scholastic - Courses requiring an average level of rigor, in which the content is studied at a pace which is appropriate for student mastery.  These courses might involve a less theoretical and more experiential approach to the subject matter.  Placement criteria are based on standardized tests and teacher recommendation.

Teacher recommendations and where appropriate other criteria such as writing samples and test scores are used as the primary basis for level placement.  Students NOT recommended for a level they are requesting must follow procedures detailed by Guidance.  Students are encouraged to attempt courses at a high level of challenge and may be disallowed from taking courses at a level below their assessed performance level.    Elective courses will not be included in class rank, but will be calculated for the honor roll and will appear on the student’s transcript.  College courses will not be counted in class rank or GPA.

Courses included in class rank are listed below, and will be designated by the letters ‘CR’ in the individual course descriptions.  Although all attempts are made to designate all courses included in class rank in this guide, some courses may not be indicated at the time of printing. Please see your school counselor if you have any questions.

 
Matrix for Quality Points

	 
	AP
	H
	CP
	S
	M

	100
	19.0000
	17.0000
	15.0000
	13.0000
	11.0000

	99
	18.7500
	16.7500
	14.7500
	12.7500
	10.7500

	98
	18.5000
	16.5000
	14.5000
	12.5000
	10.5000

	97
	18.2500
	16.2500
	14.2500
	12.2500
	10.2500

	96
	18.0000
	16.0000
	14.0000
	12.0000
	10.0000

	95
	17.7500
	15.7500
	13.7500
	11.7500
	9.7500

	94
	17.5000
	15.5000
	13.5000
	11.5000
	9.5000

	93
	17.2500
	15.2500
	13.2500
	11.2500
	9.2500

	92
	17.0000
	15.0000
	13.0000
	11.0000
	9.0000

	91
	16.7500
	14.7500
	12.7500
	10.7500
	8.7500

	90
	16.5000
	14.5000
	12.5000
	10.5000
	8.5000

	89
	16.2500
	14.2500
	12.2500
	10.2500
	8.2500

	88
	16.0000
	14.0000
	12.0000
	10.0000
	8.0000

	87
	15.7500
	13.7500
	11.7500
	9.7500
	7.7500

	86
	15.5000
	13.5000
	11.5000
	9.5000
	7.5000

	85
	15.2500
	13.2500
	11.2500
	9.2500
	7.2500

	84
	15.0000
	13.0000
	11.0000
	9.0000
	7.0000

	83
	14.7500
	12.7500
	10.7500
	8.7500
	6.7500

	82
	14.5000
	12.5000
	10.5000
	8.5000
	6.5000

	81
	14.2500
	12.2500
	10.2500
	8.2500
	6.2500

	80
	14.0000
	12.0000
	10.0000
	8.0000
	6.0000

	79
	13.7500
	11.7500
	9.7500
	7.7500
	5.7500

	78
	13.5000
	11.5000
	9.5000
	7.5000
	5.5000

	77
	13.2500
	11.2500
	9.2500
	7.2500
	5.2500

	76
	13.0000
	11.0000
	9.0000
	7.0000
	5.0000

	75
	12.7500
	10.7500
	8.7500
	6.7500
	4.7500

	74
	12.5000
	10.5000
	8.5000
	6.5000
	4.5000

	73
	12.2500
	10.2500
	8.2500
	6.2500
	4.2500

	72
	12.0000
	10.0000
	8.0000
	6.0000
	4.0000

	71
	11.7500
	9.7500
	7.7500
	5.7500
	3.7500

	70
	11.5000
	9.5000
	7.5000
	5.5000
	3.5000

	69
	11.2500
	9.2500
	7.2500
	5.2500
	3.2500

	68
	11.0000
	9.0000
	7.0000
	5.0000
	3.0000

	67
	10.7500
	8.7500
	6.7500
	4.7500
	2.7500

	66
	10.5000
	8.5000
	6.5000
	4.5000
	2.5000

	65
	10.2500
	8.2500
	6.2500
	4.2500
	2.2500

	64
	10.0000
	8.0000
	6.0000
	4.0000
	2.0000

	63
	9.7500
	7.7500
	5.7500
	3.7500
	1.7500

	62
	9.5000
	7.5000
	5.5000
	3.5000
	1.5000

	61
	9.2500
	7.2500
	5.2500
	3.2500
	1.2500

	60
	9.0000
	7.0000
	5.0000
	3.0000
	1.0000

	59
	0.0000
	0.0000
	0.0000
	0.0000
	0.0000


NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY

Lyman Memorial High School sponsors the Wheelock chapter of  the National Honor Society, the preeminent national service organization that recognizes students for outstanding academic achievement, exemplary character, strong leadership and dedicated service to the school and community.  Membership is selective and limited to juniors and seniors who have spent at least one semester at Lyman Memorial High school.  Beginning with the class of 2011, students must have an overall 87 average and a minimum of a 14 on the quality point matrix.

Eligibility is based on the cumulative high school average.  Once a student is determined eligible for membership, he or she must complete an application which is then reviewed by the Faculty  Selection Committee.  The committee is guided by the four tenants of NHS:  scholarship, character, leadership, and service.  Each one of these qualities is defined below.

Scholarship – students must demonstrate a commitment to academic excellence.

Character – students must be above reproach; they are trustworthy and respected by students and staff alike.

Leadership – students are not only taking leadership roles in school and community activities, but also demonstrating leadership in the school setting through appropriate classroom and school-wide behaviors.

Service – students must demonstrate a commitment to helping others both within and outside of school including extracurricular activities, athletics, community service, and volunteer work.

~

POST SECONDARY PLANNING

SCHOOL-TO-CAREER

The vision of School-to-Career is that all students will have the opportunity to connect the learning that takes place within the school’s walls to both the needs and demands of higher education and to the full range of careers offered by the job market.

In addition to the vision, the School-to-Career Program seeks to help students make informed career choices.  It is a way for all students to explore a career as they continue with their education.  This helps direct further education, emphasizing planning, and provides a purpose for the elective choices.

The Lebanon School-to-Career Program includes career clusters that focus course work and activities from the entire school curriculum into a sequenced program that provides students the opportunity to develop skills, attitudes, and behaviors necessary for successful entry into employment.  This approach to planning is to help motivate and direct energies.  If at any time a student decides to change his/her focus, it is all part of the learning process. 

~

LYMAN CREDIT FOR COLLEGE PROGRAMS

There are several ways that students can earn college credit while attending Lyman Memorial High School. Most of these programs are free of charge and allow students to earn credits that transfer to most university and college programs throughout the state such as UCONN, Eastern Connecticut State, and Three Rivers Community College, as well as many schools throughout the country. These programs are a great way to save money on college tuition and get a head start on your college graduation requirements. Please see your guidance counselor if you are interested in any of the following opportunities.

College Career Pathways
The CCP program allows students the opportunity to earn college credit for classes taken at Lyman Memorial High School. The credits are granted through Three Rivers Community College and are transferable to most of the nation’s colleges and universities, such as the University of Connecticut, and Eastern Connecticut State, depending on each school’s policy. This opportunity is free of charge and should be considered by all students planning on attending a four-year or two-year program after graduating from high school. Courses taken for credit through the CCP program will also be counted as credit towards high school graduation requirements (dual credit). A total of 14 college credits may be earned through this program. To enroll in this program, students must complete an application in their sophomore year. To be accepted into the CCP program, a student must have an overall grade average of C, meet the attendance requirements at Lyman Memorial High School, and have parental, administrative, and guidance counselor approval. Some of the classes that offer dual credit through the CCP program are: Public Speaking, Physics, Algebra II, Accounting, Teaching Our Children, Food Service, Architectural CAD, and AutoCad. Please see your guidance counselor for an application and additional information.

WHIP Program

The WHIP Program allows Lyman students to take up to two free courses at Eastern Connecticut State University per semester, including summer sessions. This program is open to juniors and seniors. Participation is limited to five students per semester. To take advantage of this opportunity, applicants must be in the top 30% of their class and be recommended by their guidance counselor or principal.

New London Scholars Program

The New London Scholars Program allows seniors with excellent academic records to enroll in a college course at Connecticut College free of charge. This opportunity is limited to two students per year selected by the Guidance Department and the Principal. If you would like to be considered for this program, please notify your guidance counselor. Selected students must be interviewed by a Connecticut College representative to be accepted into this program.  Classes are to be taken in the spring semester beginning in Mid-January. 

Three Rivers Community College High School Partnership Program

The Three Rivers High School Partnership Program is open to seniors maintaining a “B” average. This program offers the opportunity to take a college course, free of charge, at Three Rivers Community College. To take advantage of this opportunity, students must complete an application and submit a recommendation form to their guidance counselor. 

~

ADVANCED PLACEMENT

AP stands for Advanced Placement; it is a program of college level courses and exams that gives academically talented and motivated students the opportunity to earn advanced placement and/or credit for college while they are still in high school.  

Please see your counselor with any questions regarding the AP program.
Students requesting AP courses must have demonstrated a combination of the following criteria:

· Strong grades in previous course.  - B+ college prep; B- Honors.

· Excellent writing skills.

· Commitment to independent learning and rigorous out-of-class work.

· Willingness to contribute to in-class learning (teacher recommendation).

· Willingness to take the AP test.

Here are a few additional benefits of taking AP Exams:

· Tuition savings.  Students whose AP performance earns them sophomore standing at college save on a whole year’s tuition. 

· Time to explore subject areas at college that you wouldn't otherwise be able to study, time for a double major or graduate course, and time to pursue internships.

· Eligibility for honors and other special programs open to students who have received AP recognition.

Colleges are very much aware that AP students, as a group are:

· Better prepared academically for the demands of college courses and perform better on college admission measures.

· Less likely to drop out of college.

· More likely to specialize in majors with tougher standards.

· More likely to complete more course work and to take a greater number of higher level courses.

· More likely to graduate with a double major.

· Twice as likely to go into advanced study.

Note: Not all of the AP courses listed below are offered each year.  AP courses may not be offered due to insufficient enrollment while other AP courses are offered on alternating years.
There are a number of Advanced Placement courses offered at Lyman in grades 10-12.  The program includes courses in:


Calculus AB


Chemistry
English Language and Composition
English Literature and Composition
European History
French Language
Physics B
Spanish Language
Statistics
Studio Art 2-D Portfolio 

Studio Art 3-D Portfolio 

Studio Art Drawing Portfolio 

United States History

United States Government and Politics
SAMPLE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR POST-SECONDARY PROGRAMS 

Please note: Admissions requirements are subject to change.   Please confirm all requirements with the college. admission office.

CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

High School Preparation for Admission (4 year)

The Connecticut State University system consists of four universities within the state.  They are:


Central Connecticut State University


Eastern Connecticut State University


Southern Connecticut State University


Western Connecticut State University

Admission criteria include graduation from an approved secondary school with college preparatory work in the following areas:

Courses

                            College Preparatory Units
English






4

Mathematics





3

Science, including one year of laboratory science

2

Social Sciences in including U.S. History


2

Foreign Language, classical or modern


2

Other electives





3

· Math College Prep or Honors sequence is recommended.

· Required test for admissions:  SAT or ACT

Admission to the Connecticut State University system is based on an applicant's secondary school record, including class rank, scores on the Scholastic Aptitude Test, and , if necessary, an interview with a representative of the Admissions Office.  It is desirable that high school graduate applicants rank in the top half of their high school graduating class, and present at least a C average in the five preparatory areas.

The University of Connecticut
Admission Requirements

Courses


College Preparatory Units

English



4

Foreign Language

2 (3 recommended)

Math



3 (4 recommended)

Science
 (laboratory)

2

Social Studies


2

Other electives


3

Required tests for admission: SAT or ACT

PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES

Admission requirements at private universities vary widely depending on each school’s selectivity and admission standards. Please see examples of a private school’s admission requirements below. Please keep in mind that admission requirements are subject to change. Your guidance counselor can help you identify an individual school’s admission requirements. 

Examples:
Connecticut College

Courses


College Preparatory Units

English



4

Foreign Language

3 

Math



4
Science



4
Social Studies


3

Electives


3

Suggested tests for admission: (ACT) or (SAT and 2 SAT Subject Tests)

University of Hartford

Courses


College Preparatory Units

English



4

Foreign Language

2 (recommended)

Math 



3

Science



2 (3 recommended)

Social Studies


2 (3 recommended)

Required tests for admission: SAT or ACT

CONNECTICUT COMMUNITY - TECHNICAL COLLEGES - 2 YEAR

Manchester Community Technical College and Three Rivers Community Technical College (Norwich) are part of the Connecticut Community Technical College system.

Admission.  These colleges admit students on an "open admissions" basis.  This means that high school graduates are admitted without regard to academic requirements such as high school subjects, high school grades and admission test scores.  Virtually all applicants are accepted.  However, admission to specific programs may be competitive.
It is recommended that an applicant who plans to enroll in a college transfer program of study have four years of college preparatory English, two years of college preparatory mathematics, and one laboratory science course, and that he/she take the Scholastic Assessment Test I offered by the College Entrance Examination Board.  However, an applicant may fulfill these requirements as a student at a community technical college.  It is especially important for a student to be informed fully about the requirements of the college or university to which he/she hopes eventually to transfer to because of differences in program requirements among institutions.

Admission to technical programs may be provisional depending on the individual applicant's background in mathematics and science.  Successful completion of two years of high school algebra or college algebra I and II and a laboratory science such as physics, chemistry or computer science is generally required.  Applicants who lack the necessary math or science background may be admitted provisionally to these technical programs with the understanding that they will take advantage of the college's developmental courses in mathematics, reading or English prior to pursuing the more demanding curricula in the technologies.

~

COURSE LISTINGS

The following is a list of courses available at Lyman Memorial High School.
Enrollment may determine specific course offerings.  Students should be prepared to make alternative selections where necessary.

Agricultural Science and Technology

Program Description

The Agricultural Science & Technology Program is designed to prepare students to enter directly into an agriculture related career or continue their education in Agriculture or Environmental Sciences. It is an elective program offered in a four year sequence.

The program is based on four years of enrollment. The student would, in the first two years be enrolled in exploratory units of study, covering all major areas of agriculture. Development of fundamental skills, particularly in the area of safety, would be stressed during the exploratory units.

The third and fourth years of enrollment will consist of classes designed to best prepare the individual student to meet his or her career objective in agriculture. Students will select an area of concentration at the conclusion of their sophomore year. This sequence of courses will provide an in-depth study into the area of choice. Students will also receive instruction in areas of study common to all of agriculture. These include career awareness, agricultural business management, leadership development, and the practical application of “learning by doing”. While career awareness and agriculture business management are designed as specific units of instruction, leadership development will be experienced through the organization of the FFA chapter. The “learning by doing” will be the supervised agricultural experience program, (S.A.E.), which is a required component of the program. The S. A. E. program provides for relevancy and transference of learning to the workplace, and decision-making for future education and careers.  Applications for admission to the program are available through the Guidance Office or from the Agricultural Science Dept.
The Lebanon Regional Agricultural Science and Technology Center at Lyman Memorial High School is one of ten Connecticut high schools that participate in the Agricultural Education College Careers Pathway with Ratcliffe Hicks School of Agriculture at the University of Connecticut.  Students in this College Careers Pathway program may earn college credit while in high school.  Please see pages in the College Careers Pathway section for further information. 


AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

 PROGRAM PARTICIPATION CRITERIA

1. Academic Achievement :  Students must maintain full time credit status and must maintain passing grades in all classes. Students failing any class during the school year will be placed on probation with the expectation that the student will improve their academic performance. Failure to pass classes by year end can result in dismissal from the Agricultural Science program.

2. Social Responsibility & Citizenship:  Students must show appropriate behavior and follow the school rules at all times, as stated in the Lyman Memorial High School and Community Handbook.  Failure to follow the school rules will result in dismissal from the Agricultural Science & Technology Program and, as appropriate, Lyman Memorial High School.

3. Work Ethic & Behavior:  Students must complete all of the assigned activities in each of the Lab areas (Agricultural Mechanics Shop, Greenhouse, Animal Lab, Barn Areas).  Written class work (term papers, oral reports, projects, etc.) and tests will be assigned by the individual instructors.

4. Participation:  Students must participate in all of the instructional areas of the program.  The program is exploratory in the first and second year.  Starting in the third year, students may choose areas of concentration. However, some areas of instruction are required of all students.

5. Clothing:  Students must wear suitable and safe clothing in order to participate in laboratory activities.  It is required that a change of work clothes and /or coveralls be available for students. Safety glasses must be worn in the shop area and will be supplied by the Agricultural Science & Technology Program.  Students are responsible for their safety glasses and if lost, replacement glasses will be at their cost.

6. Field Trips:  Students are required to attend certain field trips and other activities.  These trips will be announced in advance and may include a Saturday activity.

7. Leadership & Service:  Students need to keep their S.A.E. project up to date and show development over the course of the three years in the Agricultural Science & Technology Program.  All requirements for the S.A.E. project must be met.  The SAE is a required component of the Agricultural Science experience.
8. FFA Activities:  Students must participate in a minimum of 4 FFA activities a year.
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 

101  Grade 9 
                           

             1  credit

Students will study a variety of topics, including the following Agricultural units.

Tractor Driving

Public Speaking

FFA & Leadership
Natural Resources

Animal Science

Plant Science

Intro. to Agricultural Engineering

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 

102  Grade 10

        
            
             1  credit

Students will study a variety of topics, including the following Agricultural units:

Plant and Soil Science
Animal Science
Agricultural Engineering
Landscape Design
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE  LABORATORY EXPERIENCE
1040   Grade 10

            

             .5 credit

Year-long class meets every other day and will provide supplemental activities for Agricultural Science 102.
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Grades 11 and 12

All students will select an area of concentration during their junior and senior year.  Students will be afforded an opportunity to follow a sequence of course offerings that will provide an in-depth study in the area of their choice.  Students will also have the opportunity to select Agricultural Electives, which are courses from other areas of the Agricultural Science concentrations, to complete their program, including a senior internship experience which is highly recommended. All courses are semester courses.  As an entering junior you will need to select eight semester courses to complete your final two years in the agricultural program.  The following concentrations are available including the recommended course requirements for each concentration.

Landscape Design & Management

Basic Floriculture and Greenhouse Production I

Landscape Management 

Forestry

Natural Resources

Small Engines and Equipment

Production Equipment

Agricultural Management

Agricultural Elective

Floriculture

Basic Floriculture and Greenhouse Production I
Basic Floriculture and Greenhouse Production II

Advanced Floriculture and Greenhouse Production I
Advanced Floriculture and Greenhouse Production II

Landscape Management

Agricultural Management

Agricultural Elective

Agricultural Elective

Agricultural Production, Large Animals

Large Animal Science                   Food and Meat Science

Animal Systems and Dairy Products

Agricultural Management             Veterinary Science
Equine Science or Dairy Management

Agricultural Elective                      Agricultural Elective

Agricultural Engineering

Small Engines and Equipment      Production Equipment

Forestry                                         Natural Resources

Agricultural Management            Agricultural Elective   

 Agricultural Elective

Small Animal Science

Food and Meat Science               Vet Tech I  
 Vet Tech II                                  Agricultural Management

Animal Systems and Dairy Products

Agricultural Elective   Agricultural Elective

[image: image4.wmf]
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ART
Lyman Memorial’s art department strives to meet students’ needs with its wide range of course offerings.  Courses include a variety of both two and three-dimensional art courses including photography, graphic design, and a portfolio preparation class.  Opportunities for individual self-expression through the art process are provided at the beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels.  All courses listed under ART may be used towards the Art and Vocational Requirements.
DESIGN I



770  Grades 9-12

           
             .5 credit

A prerequisite for all department offerings, this foundation course will focus on the introduction to the elements and principles of design, the use of a variety of media and the role of the arts and the artist in history and society.  Experiences will include: 2-D art making, an exploration of topics from the history of art, and class critiques.  Collage, printmaking, painting, pastel and charcoal design are possible assignments.  Interest in art and motivation are the primary prerequisites for this course.

DESIGN II


771  Grades 9-12
                           

             .5 credit

A prerequisite for Ceramics and Sculpture. This foundation course will continue to focus on the elements and principles of design, the use of a variety of media and the role of the arts and the artist in history and society.  Experiences will include:  3-D art making, and exploration of topics from the history of art, and class critiques.  Clay, wire, papier-mâché, and cardboard, are possible media used in this course.

DESIGN III
793  Grades 10-12
                          .5 credit

Prerequisite:  Design I


This course is offered to students who successfully completed Design I who wish to continue exploring a variety of media and techniques introduced in Design I.  Experiences will include two-dimensional art-making, exploration of topics from art history, and class critiques.  Collage, printmaking, painting, pastel, and mosaics are possible assignments.  Using the elements and principles of design in advanced design projects will be the focus of this course.

DRAWING I



772  Grades 10-12 (semester course)
 
                .5 credit

756 Grades 10-12  (year/meets every other day)          .5 credit                                 

Prerequisite:  Design I 

Students will apply the elements of design and composition to drawing while exploring a variety of drawing media and techniques which may include pencil, pen and ink, charcoal, conte, colored pencil, marker, and pastel.  Weekly sketchbook assignments are given for the development of drawing skills.    Nature drawings, landscapes, figure drawings, and still life will provide subject matter for a variety of assignments.  Concepts of proportion, perspective, and composition will be introduced.  An outside drawing excursion is planned to increase drawing skills and to utilize our local environment.

DRAWING II

780  Grades 10-12

               .5 credit

Prerequisites:  Design I, Drawing I

Students will continue to work with media introduced in Drawing I and will further develop skills in composition.  The elements of line, shape, value, form, space, color, and design principles will be explored on an advanced level with emphasis on the development of drawing skills and fluency of individual expression.  This course will focus on the development of skill in proportion, perspective and composition.  Weekly sketchbook assignments are given to enhance classroom instruction.  Subject matter may include landscapes, architectural rendering, figure drawing and portraiture as well as subject matter first explored in Drawing I.

SCULPTURE

775  Grades 10-12

             .5 credit

Prerequisites:  Design I and Design II


Mass, scale, line, plane, space and movement, the basic elements of sculpture, will be used as students explore the unlimited possibilities for expression in three dimensional form and composition.  Clay, plaster, wood, paper, wire, and balsa-foam are possible sculpting materials used in this course.  Master sculptures and art history concerning three-dimensional art forms will be viewed and discussed through slide presentations. 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 

776  Grades 9-12

             .5 credit

This course meets the computer literacy requirement.

Students taking this course will learn about advertising, package design, layout, and illustration used in communication and merchandising.  Strong emphasis will be placed on computer graphics and design layout using the elements and principles of design. Projects may include posters, program covers, brochures, and the creation of computer animations and web pages.

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY
Students who are interested in various opportunities offered by today’s business world should seriously consider enrolling in the business courses offered.  By a serious application of time and a careful planning of courses, students will be prepared with the basic skills for further study in business or entry level jobs.  Upon graduation, the business student may elect to enter a four-year liberal arts college specializing in business practices, accounting, etc., a two-year business training college, or a place of employment.  The student may also be prepared for small business ownership.

In addition, the business curriculum includes a number of courses that provide all students with important skills and knowledge that can help them in their future lives as college students, citizens, consumers, and workers - keyboarding, note taking, general business, business law, and accounting.  All classes listed under Business Technology may be used towards the Arts and Vocational Education requirement.   
INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS

602  Grades 9-10

      1 credit

This course is designed to help students become informed, wise consumers and decision-makers.  As the introductory course in the business curriculum, Introduction to Business is the first step toward a successful career in the business world.  Some of the topics covered are:  banking, insurance, credit, budgeting, advertising, human relations and careers.  Students complete several small projects throughout the year, in addition to a simulation set in which each student must make his/her own decisions as a manager of an ice cream shop.

KEYBOARDING I – COLLEGE CAREER PATHWAY 

661  Grades 9-12

         .5 credit

This course meets the computer literacy requirement.

This course offers basic touch keyboarding, including mastery of the alphabetic, numeric, and symbol keys; correct keyboarding posture and techniques; development of proofreading skills; word processing fundamentals; development of composition skills,; and review of basic language arts skills, including capitalization, punctuation, and number expression.  Basic letter and report formats are also introduced.  This course is designed for all students.  College-bound students are encouraged to take keyboarding in order to gain skills for typing college papers.

KEYBOARDING II - COLLEGE CAREER PATHWAY
662  Grades 9-12

         .5 credit

Prerequisite:  Keyboarding Proficiency

This course meets the computer literacy requirement.

This course reinforces and improves skills developed in Keyboarding I.  It further develops vocational skills in the production of business correspondence, including memos, outlines, and tables, as well as reports including term papers with bibliography, title page, and table of contents.  It also further develops composition and language arts skills and offers more advanced word processing skills.

ACCOUNTING I

642  Grades 10-12
                                       1 credit

This course provides a basic understanding of the fundamentals of accounting, which involves the recording of financial information and the preparation of financial statements.  Students will also find it useful because of the personal use information presented (checking, banking, investing in stocks, income tax preparation).  Students will also have the opportunity to perform accounting operations on the microcomputer, complete workbook exercises which reinforce accounting principles, as well as complete business simulations.

ACCOUNTING II 

646  Grades 11-12  CR                
             1 credit

College credit available - See Guidance for details.  
College Career Pathway 

Prerequisite:  Accounting I

This course provides students with the opportunity for in-depth study of accounting principles and procedures.  A study of partnerships, corporations, stocks and bonds, taxes, banking, and inventory and depreciation procedures are included.  Students will perform automated accounting operations and business simulations.  Completion of this course will prepare students with job-entry skills for beginning accounting positions.  Students will also be prepared for continued education in college accounting.

INFORMATION PROCESSING I

673  Grades 10-12
                                      .5 credit

Prerequisite:  Keyboarding Proficiency

In this course, students learn to format, edit, store, retrieve, and print business documents such as letters, memos, and reports, on microcomputers using Microsoft Word.  This course is recommended for college-bound as well as business students. In addition, students will learn basic spreadsheet, database, and desktop publishing functions.

BUSINESS LAW

612  Grades 11-12
                                      .5 credit

In this course, students will acquire the knowledge to function in everyday business dealings.  Students will be able to function as well-informed consumers whose rights are protected by the legal system.  Students will learn what their rights and duties are under the terms of an agreement, and when to seek legal advise or remedy if their rights are violated.  Topics covered include:  criminal law, civil law, contracts, consumer law, and laws relating to marriage, renting an apartment and various types of insurance.

Students will learn to resolve conflicts through the use of case problem solving, viewing actual court proceedings, conducting a mock trial, and researching and reporting on various business law topics.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

600  Grades 11- 12
                                   .5 credit

This course is designed to help students acquire an understanding of the nature of small business and what it takes to be a successful entrepreneur.  They will learn how to develop a business plan, marketing and pricing strategies, financial plans, and record keeping systems.  In addition, they will learn sources of government assistance, legal requirements for running a business, and working with people in business.

PERSONAL FINANCE

603 Grades 10-12

         .5 credit

This course provides the basic essentials for students to organize their own personal financial records.  Students will be able to organize a checking account, set up a budget, learn about various types of credit and understand the fundamentals on investing.  Topics covered include financial career planning, consumer purchasing strategies, banking, credit, home purchasing, stocks and bonds, insurance, and tax strategy.

BUSINESS MARKETING

604  Grades 10-12

         .5 credit

This course will show the student what marketing is and how it effects the average person by developing, promoting, and distributing products to satisfy a customer's wants and needs.  This course will emphasize the marketing features of the sports and entertainment fields.  The areas of marketing the student will cover include marketing concepts, target markets, demographic areas, financial impact of marketing, advertisements, product promotion, and marketing careers.

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

Any of the following courses may be used to meet the Computer Literacy requirement.  All classes listed under Computer Technology may be used towards the Arts and Vocational Education requirements. 
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS COURSES: 

Computer Literacy is essential in the 21st century and students must be able to communicate via the computer.   Lyman is offering two Computer Applications options that will be meet the computer applications requirement recognizing that students have different computer backgrounds and different comfort levels with technology. 

Computer Applications
295  Grades 9-12  CP  (semester class) CR              .5 credit

282  Grades 9-12  CP (yr. long  class E.O.D) CR    .5 credit
Fall and Spring
Prerequisites:  none

This course is designed for students who want additional experience using the Microsoft Office software. It will be expanding on the student's previous computer experience covering in greater depth the operation of a computer system as a stand alone and as part of the Windows NT Network.  The course will include word-processing using Microsoft Word, spreadsheets using Microsoft Excel, multi-media presentation using Microsoft PowerPoint, desk-top publishing using Pagemaker, creating animations and designing web pages using Macromedia’s Dreamweaver, Flash, and Fireworks, and researching using electronic encyclopedias and on-line resources. Students will have the opportunity to use many pieces of computer equipment including a digital camera and a scanner. Students will also be exposed to the latest essential computer terminology.

ADVANCED COMPUTER APPLICATIONS

296  Grades 10 -12  CP   CR           

              .5 credit

Fall and Spring
Prerequisites:
none

Students seeking to take this course must have the recommendation of a previous computer teacher or the permission of the instructor. 

This course is designed for students who feel that they have strong basic computer skills and want the challenge of and the exposure to additional new software. This course will expand on the student’s previous computer experience that should include a strong knowledge base of Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. This course will include working with a relational database using Microsoft Access, creating animations and designing web pages using Macromedia’s Dreamweaver, Flash, and Fireworks, and creating and editing digital video and sound using Vegas and Sound Forge.

MIRCOSOFT SUITE

664 Grades 9-12   (semester course)                            .5 credit

665 Grades 9-12 CP (year/meets every other day)       .5 credit                                 

These courses meet the computer literacy requirement.              

This course will consist of learning basic keyboarding techniques, proofreading skills, preparing memos, letters, and reports with a great emphasis on spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.  Students will also learn the various parts of Word, such as page set-up, tables, formatting, using Excel to develop spreadsheets, and using Clip Art, Word Art and the Internet to design promotional pieces.

ENGLISH
The English Department is committed to developing students who are competent readers, who are fluent in reading, writing, and speaking, and are able to view with a critical eye and listen with a critical ear.  Through the analysis and critique of literary genres students are encouraged to become proficient writers, who may clearly and articulately express their ideas whether it be in an expository, narrative, persuasive or descriptive format.  An ongoing review of grammar usage, mechanics and syntax is integrated in all written expression and is emphasized across all curriculum areas.  Effective communication involves the ability to read, listen and view critically and present ideas in a coherent, meaningful manner.  
ENGLISH 9
110  Grade 9  H   CR                                                      1 credit

Prerequisite:  87 average in 8th grade English, and Honors Course Application.

Co-requisite: World History 410 

As the beginning course of the Honors Program of the English Department, this rigorous course is designed for the highly motivated, grade 9 student who has demonstrated a high level of reading comprehension and writing competency.  The focus of the course is a study of literary genre, which will be accomplished through extensive readings in the anthology and outside material.

ENGLISH 9
111  Grade 9  CP  CR                       

              1 credit

The focus of this course is a study of literary genre (types) including, but not limited to, the short story, the novel, the epic, drama, and poetry.  This study will be guided through the use of the anthology and selected outside material. Students will continue the development of effective skills in both oral and written communication by presenting ideas in an organized and clear manner, by presenting accurate and substantive content to justify conclusions, and by demonstrating an awareness of appropriate communication skills based on the intended audience.  In writing, the development of composition skills will be emphasized

ENGLISH 9  

112  Grade 9  S  CR                       

              1 credit

The focus of this course is a study of literary genre (types) including, but not limited to, myths and legends, the short story, the novel, drama, and poetry.  The study will be guided through the use of anthology and selected outside material. Students will continue the development of effective skills in both written and oral communication by presenting ideas in an organized and clear manner, by presenting accurate and substantive content to justify conclusions and by demonstrating an awareness of appropriate communication skills based on the intended audience.  In writing, the development of composition skills will be emphasized.

LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION

College credit available - See Guidance for details.

135  Grade 10  AP  CR

              1 credit

Prerequisite: Qualified Sophomores (87 Average in English 9 or English 10, Level 1 plus teacher approval)

This course is designed for students who have proficiency in reading and writing.  The course will stress an awareness of writing as a craft, and the key to success will lie in the student's competence in recognizing, evaluating, and writing expository and argumentative prose.  The range of reading will include selections from essayists, critics and biographers in addition to fiction writers.  Students are expected to take the national test in Advanced Placement English (Language and Composition) in May and may earn college credits in English in the process.

ENGLISH 10


120  Grade 10  H  CR      
                             1 credit

Prerequisite:  Level 1 or Honors teacher approval; 87 average
The focus of this class is the study of literary genre, specifically the short story and poetry.  Drama and selected novels will also be included.  The major focus will be on specific writing skills, primarily organization, content, elaboration, and revision.  The literature studied will provide opportunity for ongoing student development of skills in the important areas of analysis, interpretation and association.  Major emphasis will be on the connection between cognition and the writing process.

YEARBOOK
800  Grades 9-12  CP             

                 1 credit

Prerequisite:  Application and teacher approval.

This course meets the computer literacy requirement.  This course may be used towards Arts & Vocational Education requirement.
Students will learn the basics of producing a school yearbook.  Included will be organization of yearbook staff, book structure, deadline scheduling, design, reporting, photography and layout, laws and ethics of publication, technology related to production, budgeting, marketing, and advertising.  It is expected that students will produce the school yearbook.

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

The Family and Consumer Sciences program is designed to meet the needs and interests of all students in their present and future dual roles as family members and wage earners.  The course offerings are all electives, and represent an integrated program made up of the many varied interest areas and levels within the field of family and consumer sciences.  These are foods and nutrition, parenting and child care/development, and family relationships.  Related careers are introduced throughout all the courses offered in the Family and Consumer Sciences Department.  All course listed under Family and Consumer Sciences may be used towards the Arts and Vocational Education requirements.
FOODS & NUTRITION I

822  Grades 9-12

             .5 credit

Prerequisites:  None

Foods and Nutrition I is a basic introductory course teaching the fundamentals of food preparation and choosing nutritious foods.  Nutrients in foods, buying and cooking techniques, and preparation skills will be emphasized.  Practical kitchen lab experiences will be combined with traditional classroom activities, with students working individually and in groups.  Topics include safety and sanitation, nutritional needs, food choices and weight management, consumer decisions, using recipes effectively within time/energy constraints, and preparing grain foods, baked products, fruits and vegetables, dairy products, and eggs.  Breakfast will be the major meal focus, and students will assist in the cafeteria as part of this course.
FOODS & NUTRITION II

832  Grades 9-12

             .5 credit

Prerequisite:  Foods & Nutrition I

Foods and Nutrition II will further develop the skills of the novice cook through study and lab experiences with breads, milk and cheese, eggs, fruits and vegetables, beverages, cakes and decorating, and meal planning and service.  Students will continue to work in the school cafeteria to gain experience with quantity food preparation and equipment.  Individual student demonstrations of a favorite food will end the year.

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER
The library media center is centrally situated on the main floor of Lyman Memorial High School.  The library media center houses approximately 12,000 volumes.  The collection also includes videos, magazines, newspapers, electronic encyclopedias and reference sources and on-line databases that index periodicals that provide full-text articles to reproduce.  The catalog of the library media center’s collection is online and available on the school’s computer network.

The library media center has computers that are connected to the school system’s Windows NT network.  The computers are available for students to do research and word processing.  There is a laser printer connected to these computers.  All of the library’s computers have an open line to the Internet.  A photocopier is available for student use.

The library media center’s program is designed to:

· instruct students how to access, select, organize and evaluate information.

· provide a collection of print and non-print materials to supplement and enrich the curriculum.

· enhance reading and support personal and professional growth and development.

· present accurate content and apply ethical standards in access, application and usage of that content.

· provide information, reference and reader’s advisory services to students and staff.

MATHEMATICS

It is widely accepted that, because mathematics plays such an important role in contemporary society, an educated person should have a reasonable working knowledge of it; that is, the study of mathematics is not restricted to special education for mathematically or scientifically talented.  Rather, the study of mathematics is properly in the sphere of general education.  The courses in mathematics aim to develop the ability to understand basic concepts and operations, proficiency in mathematical skills and procedures, accuracy in performing fundamental operations and in the ability to solve problems. Lyman's goal of life-long learners must reflect the importance of mathematical literacy.  For this reason the following goals are the goals of all math courses.  All students will:

1.
learn to value mathematics,

2.
become confident in their ability to do mathematics,

3.
become mathematical problem-solvers,

4.
learn to communicate mathematically, and

5.
learn to reason mathematically.

 MATH FOUNDATIONS

224  Grade 9  S  CR       
              1 credit

A beginning course in algebra, geometry, and probability and statistics designed to prepare students for Essentials of Algebra 1 and CAPT.  Students will explore concepts and apply them directly to real world problem solving.
Note: Essentials of Algebra 1 (Algebra 1A) and Essentials of Algebra 2 (Algebra 1 B) counts for 1 year of Algebra for students wishing to participate in NCAA Athletics.
ESSENTIALS OF ALGEBRA 1 (ALGEBRA 1A)
212  Grade 9 or 10  S
CR        
                1 credit

Prerequisite:  Math Foundations or 8th grade Pre-Algebra with teacher recommendation.

Essentials of Algebra 1 provides the basic fundamental concepts and skills of algebra such as expressions, equations, variables, the rational numbers, solving linear equations, proportions,  and graphing relations and functions.  CAPT-type questions and real world applications are woven throughout the course.

ESSENTIALS OF ALGEBRA 2 (ALGEBRA 1B)
222  Grade 10 or 11  S  CR      
                 1 credit

Prerequisite:  Algebra 1A and Essentials of Geometry
Essentials of Algebra 2 continues to provide the fundamental concepts and skills of Algebra.  Major content areas will include linear inequalities, systems, polynomials, factoring, quadratics, exponential expressions, rational and radical expressions.  CAPT-type questions and real world applications will be woven throughout the course.

ALGEBRA I
210  Grade 9-10  H  CR

                 1 credit

Prerequisite Grade 9: Honors Course Application and teacher recommendation. 

Algebra I Honors begins a rigorous program of study where students will increase their knowledge and understanding of mathematical ideas and concepts, have the ability to solve problems within mathematics and other subject areas as well as the outside world.  Students will have the ability to reason and think critically, use mathematical tools and techniques to communicate mathematically.

Topics will include:  the real number system, algebraic expressions, equations in one variable, inequalities in one variable, polynomials, factoring rational expressions, linear equations, relations, functions, variations, systems of linear equations, radicals, quadratic equations, statistics and probability, right triangle relationships.

ALGEBRA I 

211  Grade 9-10  CP  CR        
              1 credit

Prerequisite:  8th Grade teacher recommendation.

This course begins a program of study in mathematics where students will gain the knowledge and understanding of mathematical procedures and concepts.  These concepts will include the real number system, algebraic expressions, equations and inequalities in one variable, polynomials, factoring rational expressions, linear equations, relations, functions, variation, systems of linear equations, radicals, quadratic equations.

ALGEBRA II 

College credit available - See Guidance for details.  
College Career Pathway 

220  Grade 9-12  H  CR

              1 credit

Prerequisite:  80 in Algebra 1 Honors and Geometry Honors or teacher recommendation; 87 in Algebra I and Geometry with teacher recommendation.

This course is a rigorous course in Algebra II with an emphasis on mathematical reasoning and structure, relations and functions, and applications of mathematics.  Use of technology will include the use of the graphics calculator.  Students who choose this course will have excelled in Algebra I.

ALGEBRA II 

College credit available - See Guidance for details.  
College Career Pathway 

221  Grade 10–12  CP  CR                

      1 credit

Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry

This course is for students who have passed Algebra I. It is a logical extension of Algebra I and prepares students to use advanced algebra skills and concepts

GEOMETRY

230  Grades 9–12  H  CR              

              1 credit

Prerequisite Grade 9: Algebra I and Honors Course Application.

Prerequisite Grade 10-12 :Algebra I Honors or Algebra I, CP with teacher recommendation. 

This course develops a comprehensive course in Euclidean Geometry.  It develops an understanding of mathematical reasoning and axiomatic structure, investigative logical relationships among geometric facts, and increases the knowledge of geometric facts pertaining to both 2-space and 3-space.  A theoretical and a discovery approach including proofs will be employed.

GEOMETRY

231  Grade 10-12  CP  CR               

              1 credit

Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 or  with teacher recommendation.

Topics in this course include introduction of geometric terms, definitions, postulates leading to proof of theorems, measurement, angles, perpendiculars, similarity, congruencies, triangular inequalities, parallels, polygons, right triangles (leading to trigonometry) circles, area, volume, analytic geometry, loci constructions.  Both a theoretical and a discovery approach will be employed.

ESSENTIALS OF GEOMETRY

232  Grade 9 -12  S  CR              
                             1 credit

Prerequisite:  Algebra IA or Algebra IB, or with teacher recommendation:  Algebra I CP.

This course is designed to convey the important or essential concepts of Euclidean Geometry in a short skill based format, giving students frequent opportunities for review and practice.  The course incorporates real world problems and features that link learning to life and work.  Some topics include inductive and deductive reasoning, segments and angles, parallel and perpendicular lines, triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, similarity area and volume, and circles.

MUSIC AND THEATRE ARTS

The Music Department offers courses in music theory as well as opportunities in vocal and instrumental study.  The concert band and concert chorus are the major performing groups. Extracurricular music activities includes Chamber Singers, Senior High Jazz Band or Pit Band for school sponsored musicals, Pep Band during basketball season, and a variety of instrumental chamber ensembles.

The goal of the music program is to enhance the students' enjoyment and appreciation of music by improving their musical literacy and knowledge.  Students should grow in their understanding of the elements of music, music theory and music in our culture. Instrumental, choral, and theater students may be scheduled for individual or small group lessons in addition to chorus and band classes and will be required to attend full chorus and band rehearsals occasionally throughout the year.  All courses listed under Music and Theatre Arts may be used towards the Arts and Vocational Education.
CONCERT BAND

871  Grades 9-12 
                             1 credit

878  Grades 9-12  Every Other Day Band                    .5 credit

Concert Band is a regularly scheduled class as well as a major school performing group.  Students are provided the opportunity to study music of all styles and periods, including popular as well as traditional forms.  Emphasis is on understanding the composer's expressive intent, effectively communicating that intent, and striving for the highest standards of musicianship possible at this level.  Activities include several performances during the year, occasional field trips, and sponsorship of other social and musical events.

CHORUS

872  Grades 9-12
                             1 credit

873  Grades 9-12 Every Other Day Chorus                   .5 credit

Chorus is a regularly scheduled academic class focusing on  choral singing and is a major school performing group.  Students are provided the opportunity to study music of all styles and periods, including popular as well as traditional forms.  Emphasis on understanding the composer's expressive intent, effectively communicating that intent, and on striving for the highest standards of musicianship possible at this level.  Activities include several performances during the year, occasional field trips, and sponsorship of other social and musical events.

MUSIC THEORY I

881  Grades 9-12  CP or H  CR       
                              1 credit

Music Theory is a course designed to teach the written and aural language of music.  Students will study basic harmony and melody, as well as ear training.  The ear training will encompass aural as well as rhythmic dictation.  Students will culminate their experience in music theory by composing an original piece of music.  Students planning a career in music are advised to take this class.

CONTEMPORARY ENSEMBLE

879  Grades 9-12
                    .5 or 1 credit

Students must have an instructor consent signature before signing up for this course.  New students to the course will be asked to audition for the course.

This is a course that focuses on the electric guitar, electric bass, keyboard, and drum set.  It will be geared toward experienced players (not beginners).  The ability to read music is helpful but not necessary.  We will focus on playing different styles of 20th Century Jazz/Rock music, etc.  We will study equipment and maintenance.  Out of school performances will be held and attendance will be mandatory.  The course will be offered as 1/2 or full credit depending on enrollment. Maximum of 12 students



PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

920  Grades 9, 10, 11 (12)  CP  CR     
             .5 credit

All students are required to take 1.5 credits of physical education in grades 9-12.  Physical education is optional for seniors provided they received their 1.5 credits in grades 9-11 (.5 credits per year).

The senior high physical education program will provide both lifetime and team activities in a series of mini-units to further develop one’s motor skills and overall physical fitness.  The program’s major emphasis will be to develop lifetime skills which have a carryover value for adult life.  Students will be challenged through a diverse program of activities which will assist in their decision-making process toward a healthy, active, and productive lifestyle.

PARTICIPATION - Students are expected to dress properly and participate in all activities which are planned and organized by the instructors.  Failure to participate in a class without an approved excuse results in a zero for that class period.

The physical education requirement may be waived only upon written evidence from a physician.  Students may be excused from a single class period for short term illness or injury by submitting a written note from parent or guardian at the beginning of the class period in question.  A student becoming ill during school hours may obtain an excuse from the school nurse.

Students that are deemed medically excused from PE for a period lasting longer than 13 weeks shall withdraw from the course with no credit and will have to repeat in a subsequent year.  Seniors that need the credit to graduate and cannot make up the course at a later time may be given the option of writing a paper based on the instructor's specifications.

DRESS  -  To receive credit, all students must be properly dressed in accordance with department regulations which is:  Sneakers, shorts, and T-shirts.  Sweatshirts and pants are permissible at any time.  Dressing properly for cool or cold weather outdoor activities is the responsibility of the student.  All clothing worn for physical education must be entirely different from that worn throughout the school day.

GRADING - All students (Grades 9-12) taking physical education will receive a numerical grade for each quarter including a final grade for the year.  Grades for students in grades 9-12 taking physical education for .5 credit per year will be part of the student's cumulative record and will be calculated for class rank or standing.

Grades will be determined at the end of each quarter based on a point scale according to the following categories and maximum points for each:


Maximum points
1.  Participation

 40 points

2.  Effort and Attitude

 20 points

3.  Skill


 20 points

4.  Written

 20 points

Total

100 points

Effort, attitude and skill ratings will be based on a subjective evaluation of each student by the instructors at the conclusion of each quarter. Students will receive up to two written tests each quarter.  There will be a final exam at the end of the school year. The participation category is most important and has a point deduction clause built into the final numerical figure.  Point reductions are as follows:

1.
A student without an approved excuse and failing to participate in a class will lose 5 points from the participation total for that day’s class.

2.
A student participating in a class without being properly dressed will lose 2 points from the participation total for that day’s class.

Regarding improper uniform, students will not be allowed to participate in socks, bare feet, or boots.  Instructors will rule on all footwear questions.

Whatever the reason, absent from school, parental excuse, field trip, etc., students must participate in a minimum of 2/3 of the regularly scheduled class periods per quarter in order to receive a grade.  Less than 2/3 will result in an incomplete (I) requiring the student to arrange with his/her instructor for making up the necessary time in order to receive a grade.  An incomplete must be made up within the first three weeks of the next quarter or it will automatically be changed to a grade of failure.

HEALTH EDUCATION 
931  Grade 9  CP  CR    

              .5 credit 

Health Education is a prevention course that focuses on four areas of health education: physical, emotional, and social wellness; human sexuality; disease prevention; and substance abuse prevention.  The Health Education curriculum is closely coordinated with the other prevention programs within the school as well as the school’s developmental guidance program.

Health Education is a serious academic course concerned with knowledge, behavior, attitudes and values of the total maturing student.  Emphasis will be placed on the student's role in taking responsibility for his/her own health through prevention and informed decision making.  Students will explore topics which are relevant to their lives today and in the near future.  Course content will assist students in reaching optimum physical and emotional health for the betterment of self, family, and community.

Health Education is structured to permit and encourage personal involvement and significant self-examination. The student will be evaluated through a combination of individual and group class projects, class participation, and teacher-prepared tests.
SCIENCE
The school recognizes that, in this time of scientific advancement, it has an obligation to provide a program that will challenge the intellectually curious.  The objectives of the science program are to develop desirable attitudes toward science, understanding of the role of science in everyday life, knowledge of scientific tools and methods, and application of major scientific principles.  All science courses are lab courses.
Lyman Memorial High School accepts students from many sending towns.  As a result, freshmen come to Lyman with varied backgrounds, abilities, and experiences.  All students must take the CAPT during their sophomore year and be able to complete a Senior Project in the twelfth grade. 

Physical Science is an essential course for incoming freshmen because it:

a.
presents a challenging science curriculum through the use of open-ended labs and activities, rubrics, higher order questioning strategies, and critical thinking skills.

b.
serves as a foundation for future secondary science courses.  Many of the prerequisite skills and concepts for geology, earth science, chemistry, and physics are now taught in Physical Science

c.
ensures that all students will have consistent and thorough preparation prior to the state-mandated CAPT in the spring of their sophomore year.

d.
provides ample opportunity for students to develop writing skills (i.e., research writing, reaction papers, lab write-ups).

e. presents curricula through the use of thematic units that emphasize and link major concepts. 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE

315  Grade 9  H  CR        
                             1 credit

Prerequisite: Honors Course Application, 8th grade teacher recommendation

Honors Physical Science is offered for highly motivated, academically oriented freshmen.  This course is a rigorous introduction to scientific methodology, the application of scientific principles, and the integrated nature of the sciences.  It provides a sound basis for future sciences and grade 10 CAPT.  Science content is taught as an essential requisite to scientific problem-solving.  The course is divided into major thematic units.  This fast-paced course will cover additional material beyond that of the Level I course.  For example, students may go beyond the basic laws of motion and explore momentum, rotational inertia, and projectile motion.  Students are assessed in the communication of their ideas and discoveries through oral, written, and multimedia presentations.

PHYSICAL SCIENCE

313
Grade 9     CP
CR
              1 credit

314
Grade 9     S
CR
              1 credit

Physical Science serves as an introduction to scientific methodology, the application of scientific principles, and the integrated nature of the sciences.  This course is designed for all grade 9 students.  Science content is taught as an essential requisite to scientific problem-solving.  The course is divided into major units that introduce scientific scenarios so that students must interact with the situation in the role of investigating scientists.  As scientists, students engage in problem-centered, hands-on learning.  They are assessed in the communication of their ideas and discoveries through oral, written, and multimedia presentations.

BIOLOGY

320  Grades 10  H  CR        

              1 credit

Prerequisite:  87 average in most recent science course; recommendation from teacher.
Grade 9 Prerequisite: Honors Course Application, 8th grade teacher recommendation

Honors level Biology is offered for highly motivated, academically oriented sophomores.  This course utilizes scientific methodology, applies scientific principles, and emphasizes the integrated nature of the life sciences.  Major topics will include an Introduction to the Biological Sciences (scientific terminology, research, and methodology), the Chemical & Physical Basis for Life, Cell Theory, Forensics, Biotechnology, Tissues & Aging, Defense Mechanisms & Disease, Systems of the Body, Genetics, and Bioethics.  Students will be required to do an independent research project and job shadow.  Other assessments will include tests, quizzes, laboratory write-ups, and classroom presentations.  

SOCIAL STUDIES

The Social Studies department offers a program of studies for grades 9 - 12 which provides a sequence of courses that have been arranged to provide students with a solid foundation in American and World History.  An extensive elective program, offering introductory courses in the major social science fields compliments the core curriculum. Three Social Studies credits are required for graduation from Lyman Memorial High School.  United States History and Civics are required courses.  

WORLD HISTORY

410  Grade 9  H  CR          

      1 credit

Prerequisite:  87 average in 8th grade Social Studies, and Honors Course Application. 

Co-requisite: English 110 

Honors World History has been developed for the highly motivated academically oriented freshman.  The purpose of this course is to introduce students to Eastern and Western civilizations and their influence upon modern man.  Nightly readings will be assigned from the textbook and selected supplemental materials.  Basic writing techniques necessary for the formation of strong historical essay writing skills will be introduced throughout the course.  Students will be afforded frequent opportunities to demonstrate their essay writing skills development.

WORLD HISTORY

411  Grade 9  CP  CR 

      1 credit

Students taking this course will understand that they are directly influenced by the culture, technology, and political values of Western and Eastern civilizations.  The heritage of these civilizations bridge the past with the present to form an important foundation for future exploration and contributions of high school students today.  Students will be able to demonstrate a knowledge of broad historical concepts by undertaking a comprehensive writing program and by developing effective communication skills that will be applied to a wide variety of activities and presentations.

WORLD HISTORY

412  Grade 9  S  CR

        1 credit

The focus of this course will be to develop an understanding by each student of how they are directly influenced by the culture, technology and values of Western and Eastern civilizations.  Students will be able to demonstrate a knowledge of broad historical concepts and develop effective communication skills by participating in a variety of activities, readings, and discussions of these historical topic areas.

CIVICS AND CONNECTICUT HISTORY

447 Grade 10  CP
CR
                           1 credit

448  Grade 10  H

CR
                           1 credit

449  Grade 10  S

CR
                           1 credit

Prerequisite for Honors:  Students must have an 87 average in World History H, or a 90 average in World History CP, and their teacher’s recommendation.

This course meets the civic requirement for graduation. Students will explore the workings of local, state and federal government. Students will be exposed to the history of the governmental process and will be required to attend and participate at local governmental meetings. Students will research and explore local community and Connecticut history and gain an appreciation for the important role that Connecticut has played in the development of our country.

U. S. HISTORY

420  Grade 11  H  CR
                                        1 credit

Prerequisite: 87 average in World History Honors, and teacher approval, or 90 average in College Prep and teacher approval.

This course will explore the foundations of American thought and follow its development to the present day.  The purpose of this course will be to broaden the students’ historical and cultural experience in a variety of ways that will hopefully enhance their understanding of what America is all about. 

Honors requirements:  daily readings and quizzes, major writing assignments, and projects.  Students need to have a proficiency in writing and analytical thought.

U. S. HISTORY 
419  Grade 11  AP  CR                                                   1 credit

Prerequisite:  87 average in U. S. History Honors – Teacher approval.
This course is a sequential/thematic approach to the study of the history of the United States, and is recommended for the highly motivated history student.  This course will explore the foundations of American thought and follow its development to the present day.  The purpose of this course is to broaden the student’s historical understanding of what America is all about.  Weekly papers, in-depth research, and outside reading are required.  A national examination will be administered in the spring which may result in college credit.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

The Special Education Department provides individualized instructional programs to those students who have been identified by the Planning and Placement Team as needing such services. Individual student needs are defined as a result of educational and psychological diagnosis; an individualized special education program is developed appropriate to these identified needs.  Resource Room based courses are appropriate when participation in the regular curriculum would be not appropriate.  A student meets with the Resource Room teacher individually or in small groups.  Individualized programs are designed from the course offerings.

RESOURCE ROOM COURSE OFFERINGS

ENGLISH

ENGLISH

1100  CR                       
                           1 credit

1200  CR                        

            1 credit
1300  CR

            1 credit

1400  CR
                           1 credit

This course is designed for high school students who are in need of an individualized English program.  Students work individually or in small groups through the major course units.  Reading and writing are the basis of this course.  While the basics of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and organization will be an integral part of this course, students will strive towards being able to achieve writing skills in the areas of research papers, compositions, reports, essays, and creative writing.

MATHEMATICS
CONSUMER MATH

2500
I   CR
                             1 credit

2600
II  CR
              
              1 credit

In this course students will be provided with a comprehensive study of many types of consumer decisions.  Lists, charts, graphs, and diagrams are used to emphasize the choices available to consumers.  Mathematics is then applied to make practical comparisons that help consumers make appropriate decisions.  How to construct a budget, credit cards, loans and how to manage checking and savings accounts will be covered.  A review of the basic operations on an individual basis will be covered.

GENERAL MATH

2100 CR

                             1 credit

2200  CR      

              1 credit
2300  CR

              1 credit
This is a general mathematics course which emphasizes basic skill competence.  Students will review and expand upon their individual knowledge of basic whole number operations, fractions, decimals, etc. and learn how to apply these computational skills to everyday problem solving situations as they relate to money and money management.  Throughout the course students will be made aware of how mathematics is relevant to their lives.

ALGEBRA  IA

2800  CR        
                            1 credit

This course is designed to provide fundamental algebra skills.  Topics include:  integers, powers, roots, algebraic expressions, solving equations with one variable and solving equations using multi-steps.  CAPT-type questions and real world applications are interwoven throughout the course.


                   
SOCIAL STUDIES

UNITED STATES HISTORY
4200  Grades 9 – 12  CR

              1 credit

This course summarizes the main events in the history of our country which takes the student from Columbus to the Civil War, to the present.  Attention will be given to important facts and events.  The study of new words and terms will enrich the general vocabulary of students.  Map work will provide an awareness of the relationship between history and geography for the student.  Topics of study include Old World explorers, Settlers to the New World, American Revolution, Civil War, Industry, and Modern Times.

WORLD HISTORY

4100  Grades 9-12  CR

              1 credit

Through this course students will become aware of the world around them, and gain an understanding of their relationship to the world.  Units in this course will cover the major river civilizations, Egypt, Greek and Roman culture, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance Period, the Age of Enlightenment, and events leading up to World War II.  Map work will provide an awareness of the relationship between history and geography for the student.

 ADULT DAILY LIVING SKILLS

COMMUNITY RESOURCE BASED EDUCATION

4600  Grades 9-12

              1 credit

Community resource based education focuses on the acquisition of daily living skills and exploration of careers.  Activities will take place in school and in the community.  Sample activities will be designed around buying and caring for clothing, personal finances, household maintenance, and appropriate work attitudes and behavior.

TUTORIAL SUPPORT

1900  Grades 9-12
                             1 credit

1910  Grades 9-12

             .5 credit

This is an individualized course which assists students in understanding problem areas they may be experiencing in their regular content area courses, including homework assignments and studying for tests.  Students also receive direct instruction in organization and study skills as individual needs require.  Students are required to keep an assignment book, preferably a three ring binder, as well as coming to class prepared with appropriate material on a daily basis.  Research papers and Senior Project will also be supported during this time.

TECHNOLOGY

The Technology Education department involves the areas of CAD, manufacturing, and construction.  It functions through the use of related materials and manipulative work while giving the student an understanding of tools and equipment as well as materials and processes used in industry. This department offers students unique opportunities to participate in a technical college preparation course (Tech Prep) and career certification programs (Construction, Design).  For details about these programs carefully read pages in the beginning of this handbook.

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION

INTRODUCTION TO TECHNOLOGY  EDUCATION

701  Grades 9-12

      1 credit

Introduction to Technology Education is a course designed to enhance problem-solving and decision making skills in the areas of construction, manufacturing, and computer aided design.  Students will be exposed to various areas that utilize hand tools, power machines and computer assisted machinery in the formation of different products using metal, wood, and synthetics.

CONSTRUCTION, TECHNOLOGY AND DESIGN

725 Grades 9- 10

      1 credit

This course is designed for those students who are interested in the career cluster related to construction, technology, and design.  Students will be exposed to various areas of construction and be able to work with hand tools, power tools, and machines associated with this area.  Projects related to the construction industry will be designed and built.

CONSTRUCTION II

718  Grades 10-12
                                    1 credit

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Technology Education or Construction Technology and Design, or recommendation of the instructor.

Construction II is offered to students who have completed the prerequisite course(s).  It is recommended that students have achieved a grade of ‘B’ or better in the prerequisite courses.  Specific instruction will cover specialty framing materials and finish construction techniques.  Cabinet construction will be introduced, and different types of cabinets will be constructed.  Both group and individual projects will be incorporated into the program.  CAD programs will be available for students to design projects and to generate bill of material sheets.
INTRODUCTION TO CAD

702  Grades 9-12

      1 credit

This course meets the computer literacy requirement.

Introduction to CAD is a full year course.  It will expose students to mechanical, architectural, and other areas related to the drafting field.  Students will solve problems using the different functions available to them on the computer.  Drawings will be either plotted or printed and possibly used in the construction or manufacturing areas.

COOPERATIVE WORK PROGRAM

COOPERATIVE  WORK EDUCATION

(JOB SEEKING AND KEEPING SKILLS)

9200 Grades 11-12

             .5 credit

Prerequisite:  Permission of instructor

The Cooperative Work Education (CWE) class will focus on career awareness activities and the development of skills necessary to seek, secure and maintain employment.  This class will meet every day for one semester.  

Students may also earn a maximum of another one half credit (per year) for supervised work activities. The CWE teacher will assist in job development in areas that are related to each student's abilities and career goals.  These activities will include either paid employment, volunteer or internship positions.  Career exploration in training sites and jobs either in school or in the community are not required, but will be strongly encouraged.

This Connecticut State Department of Education -approved program permits 16 and 17 year olds to be legally employed at many jobs which are otherwise limited to workers over 18 years old. Preference will be given to juniors and seniors.

The course outline is as follows:


1.     Career exploration and assessment


2.     Problem solving and critical thinking


3.     Teamwork skills


4.     Self management skills


5.     Job acquisition skills 


6.     Job holding skills


7.     Connecticut employment picture


8.     Work experience and internships

9. Today's workplace
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DEPARTMENT of WORLD LANGUAGES 

The Department of World Languages at Lyman Memorial High School strives to impart linguistic skills in French and Spanish within a cultural context so that students are better prepared to understand and have a genuine respect for all people and cultures.  As the United States continues to become increasingly linguistically diversified, it is imperative that students be able to communicate with peers and co-workers.  Students pursuing post-secondary educational opportunities or entering the workforce will discover that knowledge of multiple languages will be a vital and necessary skill.  Indeed, familiarity of other cultures will be of a great benefit in daily interactions after high school.  The Department further encourages students to explore more than one language in order to work towards the goal of being a more worldly individual.  Students may be able to participate in an accelerated dual language program.  Interested students should consult with their primary language teacher.  
· The Department of World Languages expects students wishing to advance in Honors courses to have earned a minimum of 85 for the year.  

· The Department of World Languages expects students wising to advance in Level I courses to have earned a minimum of 70 for the year.

· The Department of World Languages expects students wising to advance in Level II courses to have earned a minimum of 70 for the year.

· Students who pass for the year but do not meet the expectation of 70 will be expected to repeat the course or continue the sequence at the same level. 

· Students will not​ be permitted to move down a level simply for the sake of year advancement.

· Teacher consultation and recommendation is required for any level changes.

FRENCH

Honors Courses

Honors courses are the most demanding and rigorous in the department.  Independent learning is a key component to success.  Students will be expected to learn at a rapid pace and complete extensive homework on a daily basis.  Assessments are frequent requiring depth of thought, insightful analysis and familiarity with a wide range of content.  It is expected that students will have the ability to apply previous knowledge and connect and make relevant new knowledge to old.  

FRENCH II

520  Grades 9-12  H       CR         
             
              1 credit

Prerequisites:  Successful completion of French I and recommendation of instructor.

With continued emphasis on the four basic skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing, the students in this course will work towards increased proficiency in the French language.  More advanced grammatical concepts and vocabulary will be taught at an accelerated pace.  Students will continue the study of the French-speaking world with specific focus on the provinces of France.

College Prep Courses

These courses are the traditional sequence for college preparatory students.  Students will be expected to learn at a level of difficulty commensurate with similar students planning on post-secondary education.   It will be necessary to memorize extensive vocabulary and grammatical concepts.  Retention of knowledge from previous years will be imperative for continued learning through the sequence.  
FRENCH I

511  Grades 9-12  CP         CR

                1 credit

In this introductory course, the focus is on basic communication skills.  Students will begin their development of the four basic skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking.  The introduction of the culture and civilization of the Francophone world will help increase the student’s global awareness.  Specific focus will be on Paris and the geography of France.

FRENCH II

521  Grades 9-12  CP        CR

               1 credit

Prerequisites:  Successful completion of French I and recommendation of instructor.

With continued emphasis on the four basic skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing the students in this course will work towards increased proficiency in the French language.  The students will study more advanced grammatical concepts and vocabulary.  The students will continue the study of the French-speaking world, with specific focus on the provinces of France.
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Spanish

Honors Courses

Honors courses are the most demanding and rigorous in the department.  Independent learning is a key component to success.  Students will be expected to learn at a rapid pace and complete extensive homework on a daily basis.  Assessments are frequent requiring depth of thought, insightful analysis and familiarity with a wide range of content.  It is expected that students will have the ability to apply previous knowledge and connect and make relevant new knowledge to old.  
SPANISH II

570  Grades 9-12  H           CR                                   1 credit

Prerequisites Grade 9: Successful completion of Spanish I, and Honors Course Application.

Prerequisites Grade 10-12: Successful completion of Spanish I College Prep and recommendation of instructor.

This intermediate course for honors credit reinforces the primary goal of language acquisition that is to continue to strengthen communication skills: speaking, listening, reading and writing.  Students will study more advanced grammatical structures at an accelerated pace, build their vocabulary and participate in spontaneous conversations.  The secondary goal is to broaden the student’s cultural awareness of the Spanish-speaking world in order to make connections to our global society.  Students will focus on the geography, history and essential cultural topics relating to Costa Rica, Mexico, the Dominican Republic and Argentina.  Regular oral presentations and at least one research project will be required.  Students are expected to speak and use Spanish on a regular basis in class.

College Prep Courses

These courses are the traditional sequence for college preparatory students.  Students will be expected to learn at a level of difficulty commensurate with similar students planning on post-secondary education.   It will be necessary to memorize extensive vocabulary and grammatical concepts.  Retention of knowledge from previous years will be imperative for continued learning through the sequence.  

SPANISH I

561  Grades 9-12  CP
    CR                                1 credit

This traditional introductory course focuses on communicative skills.  Emphasis will be placed on listening and speaking aptitudes for the purpose of communication.  Students will learn the sound system, basic grammar concepts and develop their reading and writing abilities to support this goal.  They will also be introduced to the cultural richness of the Spanish-speaking world in order to acquire knowledge and make connections to our global society.  Students will focus on the geography, history and essential cultural topics relating to Mexico, Texas, Puerto Rico and Spain. 

SPANISH II   

571  Grades 9-12  CP
CR                                    1 credit

Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Spanish I College Prep and recommendation of instructor.

This intermediate course reinforces the primary goal of language acquisition that is to continue to strengthen communication skills:  speaking, listening, reading and writing.  Students will study more advanced grammatical structures, build their vocabulary and participate in spontaneous conversations.  The secondary goal is to broaden the students’ cultural awareness of the Spanish-speaking world in order to make connections to our global society.  Students will focus on the geography, history and essential cultural topics relating to Costa Rica and Mexico.  Students are expected to speak and use Spanish on a regular basis in class.

SPANISH III

581  Grades 9-12  CP
 CR                                  1 credit

Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Spanish II Honors or College Prep and recommendation of instructor

This intermediate course reinforces the primary goal of language acquisition to refine skills in speaking, reading and writing for increased proficiency.  More complex grammatical structures of the language and advanced vocabulary will be introduced. Dialogs, oral presentations, creative writing assignments and at least one research project will be required. The secondary goal is to broaden your knowledge of the Spanish-speaking world in order to make connections in our global society.  Students will focus on the geography, history and essential cultural topics relating to the Dominican Republic, Argentina and Spain. Students are expected to speak and use Spanish on a regular basis in class.

Scholastic Courses

These courses are specifically designed for students who have either never taken a language or have experienced difficulty in previous introductory language courses.  When determining admission to the class, preference will be given to students with no previous language experience.  Students will be expected to learn and memorize vocabulary and grammatical constructions.  Completion of regularly assigned homework and use of the target language will be important components to academic success.  Retention of knowledge from previous years will also be imperative for continued learning through the sequence.  
SPANISH I

562  Grades 9-11  S      CR                                         1 credit

This introductory course is designed for students who have never studied a world language or who have experienced difficulty in a traditional Spanish or English language arts program.  This course will emphasize listening comprehension, speaking skills and basic reading strategies.  Students will also learn the sound system and basic grammar concepts.  They will be introduced to the cultural richness of the Spanish-speaking world in order to acquire knowledge and make connections to our global society. 

SPANISH II   

572  Grades 9-12  S              CR                                 1 credit

Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Spanish I Scholastic and recommendation of instructor.
Note: Course is not available to students who have already taken (CP) 561 Spanish I.

This course reinforces the primary goal of language acquisition that is to continue to strengthen the basic communication skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing.  Students will continue to study basic grammar concepts.  The secondary goal is to broaden the student's 
cultural awareness of the Spanish-speaking world in order to make connections to our global society.  Students will focus on geography and cultural topics relating to Mexico and other Latin American countries, and Spain and its regions.  Students are expected to speak and use Spanish on a regular basis in class.  

~

RUBRICS and LEVELS OF DIFFICULTY

The following pages contain our Mission Statement, Academic Expectations, and Rubrics.  The school wide rubrics identify student performance levels for each Academic Expectation listed on the Mission Statement.  While it is expected that all students will achieve individual excellence, ‘Proficiency Level’ is the minimal standard of performance required for successfully meeting each Academic Expectation. 


Students planning to enroll in Honors or AP level courses will be challenged at the ‘Advanced Level.’ Honors and AP students should expect a rigorous curriculum that includes analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of curriculum materials, as well as the expectation that they will complete assignments outside of class and meet all assignment due dates. 

AP - Advanced Placement - This rigorous course of study offers students the opportunity to gain college credit while in High School.  Students should be prepared to engage in intensive study and independent work.

H - Honors - These courses are designed with a very high level of academic challenge in terms of sophistication of concepts, pace, and productivity. A substantial amount of academic work is expected to be completed outside of the classroom and completed by the assigned due dates. Students who accept the challenge of independent work and choose to exceed minimum requirements are encouraged to participate.

CP - College Preparatory - Courses are designed to prepare students for the challenge of post secondary educational institutions. There is a high level of challenge and an expectation that the students are academically responsible.  Students will be required to complete assignments outside of the classroom. Homework is counted as a major percentage of the student’s grade. All work is expected to be completed and turned in by the assigned due dates.

S - Scholastic - Courses requiring an average level of rigor, in which the content is studied at a pace which is appropriate for student mastery.  These courses might involve a less theoretical and more experiential approach to the subject matter.  Placement criteria are based on standardized tests and teacher recommendation.

Questions regarding the implementation of school wide rubrics can best be answered by the individual classroom teacher. 
~
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LYMAN MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL
MISSION STATEMENT


Lyman Memorial High School, in partnership with our cooperating communities, recognizes the unique academic, social, and personal strengths of each of its students. Our goal is to facilitate the development of academic capabilities, social awareness, and a sense of civic responsibility necessary to become productive life-long learners in a global society.

Academic Expectations

Lyman Memorial High School students will:

· Demonstrate verbal communication skills appropriate to a specific audience.

· Demonstrate effective reading skills for a variety of purposes.

· Demonstrate effective writing skills for a variety of purposes.

· Demonstrate effective problem solving skills using logical reasoning. 

· Demonstrate proficiency using a variety of technology and informational resources to gather and synthesize data.

· Assume responsibility for the advancement of his/her own learning.

Social Expectations

Lyman Memorial High School students will:

· Develop and maintain positive interpersonal relationships.

· Behave in a socially and ethically appropriate manner.

· Act responsibly and demonstrate respect to self and others.

Civic Expectations

Lyman Memorial High School students will:

· Assume the rights and the responsibilities of being a productive citizen.

· Make a positive contribution to their school and community.    
ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS

	Subject Area / Department
	Demonstrate verbal communication skills appropriate to a specific audience.
	Demonstrate effective reading skills for a variety of purposes.
	Demonstrate effective writing skills for a variety of purposes.
	Demonstrate effective problem solving skills using logical reasoning.
	Demonstrate proficiency using a variety of technology and informational resources to gather and synthesize data.
	Assume responsibility for the advancement of his/her own learning.

	Agricultural Science
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Art
	P
	S
	S
	P
	P
	P

	Business
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Computers - Applications
	S
	P
	S
	P
	P
	P

	Computers – Programming
	S
	P
	S
	P
	P
	P

	English
	P
	P
	P
	S
	P
	P

	Family Consumer Science
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Guidance
	P
	P
	P
	S
	P
	P

	Library Media
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Math
	S
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Music
	P
	P
	S
	S
	S
	P

	PE / Health
	S / S 
	S / P
	S / S
	S / P
	NA / S
	P / P

	Science
	P
	S
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Social Studies
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Special Education
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P
	P

	Tech Ed
	S
	P
	S
	P
	P
	P

	TV Production
	P
	P
	P
	P 
	P 
	P 

	World Languages
	P
	P
	P
	S
	S
	P


P = Primary Responsibility     S = Secondary Responsibility
Mission Expectation on Assuming Responsibility


A Lyman Memorial High School Student will:

           Assume responsibility for the advancement of his/her own learning.

Assuming Responsibility Rubric

	
	1

DEFICIENT
	2

NEEDS 

IMPROVEMENT
	3

PROFICIENT
	4

ADVANCED

	Self-motivated learner.
	Student usually 

follows directions.
	Student awaits teacher directions; follows teacher directions.
	Student goes beyond teacher expectations; creates own learning 

opportunities.
	Student develops and masters own learning goals using classroom instruction as starting point.

	Completes 

assigned work.
	Student usually starts in-class or homework assignments; does not always seek help when needed; work may be late or incomplete.
	Student attempts all assignments; may seek help as needed.
	Student completes all assignments on time; seeks help from teacher &/or peers as needed; willing to redo work.
	Student asks for clarifications before starting assignments; seeks help through various resources as needed; all work is completed on time, thoughtfully & neatly; willing to redo work.

	Takes 

responsibility for absences.
	Student waits for teacher to say if anything was missed while absent.
	Student asks teacher what was missed upon returning after an absence.
	Student asks a classmate for missing notes & assignments from absence; checks with teacher to ensure he/she has received the correct info; completes all missed work within the allotted time.
	Student asks several classmates for missing notes & assignments from absence; checks with teacher to ensure he/she has received the correct info; completes all missed work; stays after school with teacher for clarifications.

	Contributes to a positive learning 

Environment

 in the 

classroom.
	Student does not 

disrupt the lesson.
	Student completes all class-work and occasionally      contributes to class discussions.
	Student completes all class-work; willing to assist peers; volunteers meaningful information during class discussions.
	Student completes all class-work diligently; peer mentors; able and willing to substantiate, counter, or elaborate peer’s or teacher’s discussion points with own.


Mission Expectation on Problem Solving

A Lyman Memorial High School student will:

Demonstrate effective problem solving skills using logical reasoning.
Problem Solving Rubric
	
	1

DEFICIENT
	2

NEEDS 

IMPROVEMENT
	3

PROFICIENT
	4

ADVANCED

	Problem Comprehension
	Student has merely an acquaintance with the problem and its related components.
	Student has a limited recognition of the problem and its related components.
	Student can adequately recognize the problem and its related components.
	Student can clearly recognize and describe the problem.

	Problem Solving Strategy
	Student is unable to provide a strategy for solving the problem or the reasoning is unclear.
	Student selects and describes a strategy, but steps are omitted in solving the problem.
	Student selects a valid problem solving strategy but there is an interruption in the logic or sequential process selected.
	Student chooses a valid problem solving strategy and shows the sequential process for determining the answer to the problem.

	Evaluating Information
	Student fails to compare and contrast information.
	Student has a limited ability to compare and contrast information.
	Student adequately compares, contrasts, and evaluates information.
	Student critically compares, contrasts, and evaluates information.

	Conclusion
	Student does not provide a conclusion or does not justify the results.  
	Student identifies a conclusion, but has a limited ability to justify the reasoning.
	Student identifies a correct conclusion and adequately justifies why the result makes sense.
	Student identifies a correct conclusion and clearly justifies why the result makes sense.


     Indicator of Successful Achievement:

    4 – Advanced
Student demonstrates a full and complete understanding of all concepts and processes involved in solving the problem.

    3 – Proficient
Student demonstrates a reasonable understanding of the essential concepts and processes involved in solving the problem.

   2 – Needs Improvement
Student demonstrates a limited understanding of some of the concepts and process involved in solving the problem.

  1 – Deficient
Student has demonstrated merely an acquaintance with the concepts and processes involved in solving the problem.

Mission Expectation on Reading

A Lyman Memorial High School Student will:

Demonstrate effective reading skills for a variety of purposes.

Reading Rubric

	
	1

DEFICIENT
	2

NEEDS

IMPROVEMENT
	3

PROFICIENT
	4

ADVANCED

	Comprehension
	Student is unable to demonstrate comprehension of a variety of materials.
	Student has limited comprehension and appreciation of a variety of materials.
	Student usually demonstrates

comprehension and appreciation of a variety of materials.
	Student consistently demonstrates

meaningful comprehension and appreciation of a variety of materials.

	Connection to Prior Knowledge
	Student does not attempt to connect new reading with prior knowledge, experience, and previous readings.
	Student rarely attempts to connect new reading with prior knowledge, experience, and previous readings.
	Student attempts to connect new reading with prior knowledge, experience, and previous readings.
	Student connects new reading with prior knowledge, experience, and 

previous readings.

	Conclusions and 

Interpretation
	Student does not attempt to draw conclusions about the reading.
	Student rarely 

attempts to draw conclusions about the reading .
	Student attempts to draw conclusions and usually supports interpretations with 

evidence. 
	Student draws conclusions and supports interpretations with evidence from both the reading and other pertinent sources.

	Understanding
	Student has limited general reading vocabulary.
	Student has a limited understanding of general and specialized vocabulary.
	Student demonstrates an understanding of general and specialized vocabulary.
	Student demonstrates an understanding and integration of both general and specialized 

Vocabulary.


Mission Expectation on Technology 

A Lyman Memorial High School student will:

Demonstrate proficiency using a variety of technology and informational resources to gather and synthesize data.

Technology Rubric

	
	1

DEFICIENT
	2

NEEDS 

IMPROVEMENT
	3

PROFICIENT
	4

ADVANCED

	Technology as a Research Tool
	Student fails to use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information.
	Student demonstrates a limited ability to use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information 
	Student adequately uses technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources.
	Student effectively selects and uses technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources.

	Technology as a Communication Tool
	Student fails to use technology to communicate information and ideas.
	Student demonstrates a limited ability to use a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas. 
	Student adequately uses a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas to an appropriate audience.
	Student effectively selects and uses a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas to an appropriate audience.

	Technology as a Productivity Tool
	Student fails to use technology to enhance learning or increase productivity. 
	Student demonstrates     a limited ability use technology to enhance learning  or increase productivity. 
	Student adequately uses technology to enhance learning, increase productivity, prepare publications, and produce other creative works.
	Student effectively selects and uses technology to enhance learning, increase productivity, prepare publications, and produce other creative works.

	Technology as a Problem-Solving Tool
	Student fails to use technology resources for solving problems.
	Student demonstrates a limited use of technology resources for solving problems.
	Student adequately uses technology resources for making informed decisions in the development of strategies for solving problems.
	Student effectively selects and uses technology resources for making informed decisions in the development of strategies for solving problems. 

	Social, Ethical, and Human Issues
	Student fails to recognize the consequences of the misuse of technology.
	 Student demonstrates a limited understanding of the responsible use of technology. 
	Student practices responsible use of technology systems, information, and software. Student recognizes the consequences of the misuse of technology.
	Student understands the ethical, cultural, and societal issues related to technology. Student practices responsible use of technology systems, information, and software. Student has a positive attitude towards technology.


       Technology encompasses computers, software, video, digital cameras, DVD, communication devices, television, the Internet,    
calculators, and lab equipment. It includes the knowledge and skills necessary to use technology as a tool.

Mission Expectation on Verbal Communication

A Lyman Memorial High School Student will:

Demonstrate verbal communication skills appropriate to a specific audience.
Verbal Communication Rubric

	
	1

DEFICIENT
	2

NEEDS

IMPROVEMENT
	3

PROFICIENT
	4

ADVANCED

	Content
	Student is unable to demonstrate verbal communication skills.
	Student fails to communicate supporting information or data, the importance, value, or impact; lacks substantive reasoning; uses vague references; and either inappropriate terminology or no terminology.
	Student communicates supporting information or data, and communicates the importance, value or impact; and communicates conclusions citing two sources; and uses appropriate terminology and indicates an awareness of the audience.
	Student communicates substantial information or data, and strongly communicates the importance, value or impact; citing three or more sources, using precise terminology and demonstrating knowledge appropriate to the audience.

	Effective 

Presentation Speaking
	Student is ineffective in communicating.
	Student uses body movement and posture which impedes the effectiveness of the presentation, failing to establish regular eye contact with the audience, or to enunciate clearly, correctly or efficiently;  uses tone, volume, or speed which interferes with the comprehension; and whose appearance is unprofessional or inappropriate.
	Student uses appropriate body language, maintains eye contact with member of the audience, enunciates clearly, correctly, and efficiently a majority of the time; includes some variety of tone, volume, and speed, and has a neat appearance.
	Student uses body language which enhances the presentation, maintains consistent eye contact with the audience, enunciates clearly, correctly, and efficiently; varies the tone, volume, and speed to enhance the presentation, and presents a professional appearance.

	Organization
	Student is totally unorganized.
	Student lacks clear organization or uses inappropriate organizational structure; beginnings and endings are lacking or inappropriate; focus around a controlling idea or thesis is lacking; transitions from one idea to the next are not smooth.
	Student demonstrates an appropriate organizational structure with appropriate beginning and ending, primarily focusing around a controlling idea or thesis, and generally moves smoothly from one idea to the next.. 
	Student prepares and follows a presentational outline which is shared with audience; uses an engaging beginning and a thoughtful conclusion; clearly focuses around a controlling idea or thesis, and moves smoothly from one idea to the next. 

	Visual / Media

Presentation
	Student uses no media and has no visual display.
	Student uses media ineffectively or not at all, and focuses on insignificant or irrelevant information or data; and whose presentation is fewer than 15 minutes.
	Student demonstrates and integrates at least one form of media, communicates minimal information, and whose presentation is a minimum of 15 minutes.
	Student selects and integrates a minimum of two forms of technology or media to enhance the presentation, communicates significant information through this media, and whose presentation is a minimum of 17 minutes.


Mission Expectation on Writing

A Lyman Memorial High School Student will:

Demonstrate effective writing skills for a variety of purposes.

Writing Rubric

	
	1

DEFICIENT
	2

NEEDS 

IMPROVEMENT
	3

PROFICIENT
	4

ADVANCED

	Purpose
	varies with each assignment
	varies with each assignment
	varies with each assignment
	varies with each assignment

	Audience
	• fails to address target audience or addresses multiple audiences
	• reveals some confusion about the target audience.  
• addresses audience on an inappropriate level.
	• attempts to address the target audience, but it is not as clearly defined.  
• style / vocabulary fluctuates
	• effectively addresses a critical, literary audience with accurate assumptions of knowledge throughout the paper.  
• gears style & vocabulary for targeted audience.

	Organization
	• difficult to understand because argument is disorganized & moves randomly from point to point
	• attempts organization.  
• flaws reveal inconsistency; the argument does not flow logically. 
	• displays competence in logical development but it may have occasional org. weaknesses in argument.  
• reader must supply information because ideas do not connect (transitions).
	• logically developed & very well organized  
• excellent transitions allow the reader to move effortlessly through the argument

	Paragraphs
	• develop several ideas in one paragraph  
• do not relate to the thesis 
• do not relate to each other
	do not 
• develop one idea  
• always relate to the thesis 
• always relate to each other
	• develop one idea, but are less detailed 
• relate to the thesis  

 not always argumentative 
• reasonable transitions-- show how paragraphs relate to each other; some awkwardness or lapse in links 
• attempt unity & coherence within paragraphs;
· provides interesting & insightful analysis or presentation of info. 
	• develop one idea fully & leave no unanswered questions  
• argumentative topic sentences  
• all paragraphs clearly relate back to the thesis  
• keyword transitions -- each paragraph is related clearly & smoothly to the other  
• unity & coherence within & between paragraphs 

· provides interesting, insightful, and original analysis or presentation of info. 

	Introduction
	• no thesis  
• disjointed  
• dull
	• some focus, but it does not prepare the reader for the argument.  
• ambiguous thesis, which isn't very insightful.
	• good beginning  
• slightly lacks appeal  
• attempts to move from broad to specific  
• somewhat of an insightful thesis, but may be undeveloped so that the reader is unsure of the aim. 
	• sharp & confident opening sentence.  
• immediately engages the reader  
• moves from broad to specific.  
• strong, insightful thesis that clearly states paper's main points

	Conclusion
	• all summary  
• leaves reader confused  
• no contribution to understanding
	• summarizes the argument  
• shows very little recognition of the issue's significance & is not thought provoking 
	• adheres to topic but may not be thought provoking (gives broader implications)  
• may not leave the reader with a sense of the issue's importance  
• slightly redundant
	• adheres to topic  
• interesting & thought provoking (gives broader implications)  
• concise /not redundant  
• leaves reader with a clear understanding of the issue's importance 

• makes a lasting impression 

	Evidence
	• unclear &/or irrelevant support  
• thesis not supported
	• lack of evidence or insufficient  
• does not support the thesis  
• unreliable
	• from a variety of sources, but the sources are not always from experts.  
• relevant, concrete, & interesting  
• but not always appropriate to the thesis nor sufficient. 
	• strong & varied evidence from a variety of reliable/expert sources  
• support thesis well  
• very well integrated (uses attributive tags when necessary) 
• specific (concrete) examples that support the argument.  
• relevant & interesting.

	Style & Tone
	• shows no concern for sentence variety  
• extremely wordy & choppy 
• very vague  
• confusing
	• little variety & choppy  
• mostly short sentences  
• wordy  
• vague  
• frequent change in tone 
	• competent use of sentence variety; interesting, but do NOT steadily hold reader's interest 
• fairly concise (some choppiness & wordiness)  
• tone is not always formal, subjective & impersonal 

• addresses several problem spots listed on style checklist & other style workshops 
	• sophisticated (mature) & authoritative  
• suits audience  
• excellent sentence variety  
• clear & concise 
• tone is always formal, subjective & impersonal 

•  addresses all problem spots listed on style checklist & other style workshops

	Mechanics
	• many serious surface errors  
• no documentation
	• severe surface errors  
• poor MLA documentation
	• competence in mechanics & grammar  
• few surface errors  
• minor MLA doc. errors
	• free of mechanical & grammatical errors  
• correct MLA format































































































37
8

_968580803.doc


�












